
 

 

 

“The Faith of Abraham”  (Romans 4:13–16) 
 

During the first two Sundays in October, we reflected on the theme, 
“Encountering the Grace of God.” On the first Sunday, through the story 
of the Samaritan woman, we were reminded that God's grace meets us 

where we are. On the second Sunday, the Apostle Paul took us one step 
further by helping us understand how we receive God's grace. His 

answer is simple but profound: We receive God's grace through faith. 
In Romans 4:13–16, Paul points us to Abraham, whose life reminds us 
that our relationship with God begins not with what we accomplish but 

with what God promises. When God called Abraham to leave his 
homeland and journey to an unfamiliar place, Abraham did not receive a 
detailed map or an explanation of what lay ahead. He simply received 

God's promise and responded in faith. 
Paul also reminds us that God's promises cannot be earned through 

obedience to the law or through our own accomplishments. Sometimes, 
we may begin to think that our relationship with God depends on how 
faithfully we pray, worship, or serve. While these practices are essential 
to our spiritual growth, they are not ways of earning God's love. We do 

not pray so that God will love us; we pray because God already loves us. 
We serve others because God has already welcomed us through grace. 
At the heart of Paul's message is a beautiful statement in Romans 4:16: 
“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace.” God's grace is a gift that we can never purchase or earn. 
Through Jesus Christ, God offers us forgiveness, strength for today, and 

hope for tomorrow. Our response is to open our hearts and receive 
these gifts with faith and gratitude. 

Abraham's story also speaks to our everyday lives. We all encounter 
situations in which the future seems uncertain. We may be concerned 
about our families, facing difficult decisions, or wondering what lies 

ahead for our church and community. Like Abraham, we often wish that 
God would reveal the entire journey before asking us to move forward. 
Yet faith invites us to take the next step, trusting that God will guide us 

along the way. 
The good news is that God's promises rest not on our perfection, our 

accomplishments, or our ability to control the future, but on His amazing 
and abundant grace. As we continue growing together as a 

congregation, let us walk forward in faith, trusting that the God who was 
faithful to Abraham remains faithful to us today. 
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Connect with God.   
Connect with each other. 

Connect with the community. 

 
BLESSED BONDS 

Wednesday, 
November 

11th, 11:30 AM 
at Morning 

Fuel in  
West Lawn. 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 

 

 

CHURCH SERVICES AND HOURS 

1ST SUNDAYS- COMMUNION SUNDAY 

ALL SUNDAYS  10:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM ADULT  (September-May) 
3RD SATURDAY, 9-11 AM – MIFFLIN FOOD PANTRY AT ZION 

4TH SATURDAY 5-6:30 PM -DINNER CHURCH AT ZION 

 

Church Office OPEN  

 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  9:00 -2:00 

Wednesday, 1:00-6:00 
 

 

10:30AM ~ WORSHIP 
 

October 18  Bob Wagner, preaching 

Laity Sunday 
 

October 25  Craig Caltagirone, preaching 

Traditional Service 

 

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE 

includes visitors & streaming 

October 4-    78  people 

October 11-  61  people 

 

 

 

 
 

We need SOPRANOS!  

Please consider joining the choir.  
October 21st-7:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

October 28th – 7:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

November 1st- 10:30AM Sing for Worship 

A Heartfelt Thank You! 
Grace and I would like to express 

our heartfelt gratitude to the 
Calvary family for the wonderful 

celebration of Pastor Appreciation 
Sunday. We were deeply touched 

by your thoughtful cards, kind 
words, and expressions of love and 

encouragement. The beautiful 
drawings and heartfelt messages 
from our Sunday School children 

were especially meaningful. 
A special thanks to Jen 

Raszkiewicz for thoughtfully 
coordinating the celebration during 

the worship service. We truly 
appreciate her efforts in making 

the occasion so meaningful. 
It is a blessing and privilege to 

serve as your pastor. Your love, 
prayers, and support mean so 

much to us. We thank God for each 
of you and look forward to 

continuing our journey together as 
we grow in faith and share God's 

love with our community. 
With heartfelt gratitude and 

blessings, 
Pastor Jong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just to keep everyone informed on the progress of our 
2026 Stewardship campaign we had, after the first day 

of our project , $1950 donated. Currently at the 
halfway point we are at a figure of $5140 so we are on 

schedule, halfway to our goal of $10k and halfway 
through the 2 week campaign.  Remember that this 
Sunday concludes the 2026 Stewardship campaign 

and it’s “Bring your checkbook to church day!”  
Remember to write the word “Testimoney” in the 

memo line of your check so your donation qualifies for 
our matching gift.  

 Thanks for helping us meet our financial goal. 
Please drop your written testimony telling how 

Calvary has impacted your spiritual journey in the 
testimony jar in the gathering area.  So far we’ve 
received 4 and we’d like to receive many more. 

  Bob Werner (Stewardship Chair ) 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  
 
 
 

Hymnology of Doxology submitted by Bob Wagner 
 

So why do many congregations sing the “Doxology” following the offering?  As 
many of you know, I enjoy hymnology so I did a little digging into the history 
and purpose surrounding the Doxology.  The word doxology comes from the 

Greek words doxa (meaning "glory") and logos (meaning "speaking" or 
"word"), translating to an expression of praise or glory to God. 

The common Doxology which may be better known as, "Praise God from Whom 
All Blessings Flow", was written by Thomas Ken, an Anglican priest who later 

became a Bishop, in 1674.  The Doxology is traditionally sung to the tune know 
by some as  "Old Hundredth," a melody from the 1551 Genevan Psalter 

composed by Louis Bourgeois—making the music older than Ken's famous 
words. 

 
So why do we sing this short hymn after the offering has been collected?  The 

concept is derived from early Jewish synagogue practices.  It is intended to 
direct ours focus entirely to the majesty and holiness of God.  It can also serves 

as a bridge or conclusion during key moments of a service, such as after 
offerings, prayers, or scripture readings. 

 
While the exact wording is not found in scripture, it is consistent with other 

short declarations of praise that appear throughout the Bible (such as Romans 
11:36 or the ending of the Lord's Prayer).  The hope is that all believers will 
stand and pause to express their love and appreciation to God for all of the 

blessings we have received. 
 

Here are the lyrics which many Christians have committed to memory much like 
the “Lord’s Prayer”: 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
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